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   The SAS Group Traffic figures 
   September 2009 

 
 

SAS Group Sep 09 Change Jan-Sep 09 Change

ASK (Mill.) 3 134 -17,7% 27 411 -15,0%
RPK (Mill.) 2 214 -17,7% 19 464 -16,7%
Passenger load factor 70,6% +0,0 p u 71,0% -1,4 p u
No. of passengers 
(Mill.)  2,234 -14,7% 18,843 -15,8%

                 p u = percentage units 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

     
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Summary of the 
airlines 

Sep 2009 vs. Sep 2008

 
Traffic 
(RPK) 

Capacity 
(ASK) 

Load 
factor  

 Change 
of load 
factor 

SAS Group -17,7% -17,7% 70,6% +0,0 p u 
SAS Scandinavian 
Airlines  -18,5% -19,1% 71,7% +0,6 p u 
Widerøe -0,3% -0,5% 61,0% +0,1 p u 
Blue1 -8,6% 0,5% 59,2% -5,9 p u 
 
    

 
 

Route area 
(change): 

Sep 09 vs 
Sep 08 

Jan-Sep 09 vs. 
      Jan-Sep 08 

 Traffic 
(RPK) 

Capacity 
(ASK) 

Traffic 
(RPK) 

Capacity 
(ASK) 

Intercontinental -22,6% -19,4% -18,8% -13,3% 
Europe -17,5% -23,0% -16,8% -17,6% 
Intrascandinavian -15,1% -18,9% -14,8% -17,1% 
Denmark   -24,7% -20,9% -29,4% -25,5% 
Norway  -12,4% -11,6% -17,7% -15,3% 
Sweden  -16,4% -7,6% -18,9% -17,9% 

SAS Scandinavian 
Airlines  Sep 09 Change Jan-Sep 09 Change

ASK (Mill.) 2 847 -19,1 % 25 033 -16,1 %

RPK (Mill.) 2 042 -18,5 % 17 947 -17,7 %

Passenger load factor 71,7% +0,6 p u 71,7% -1,4 p u

Passengers (Mill.)  1,922 -16,1 % 16,216 -17,4 %

Widerøe's Sep 09 Change Jan-Sep 09 Change

ASK (Mill.) 95 -0,5 % 828 1,4 %

RPK (Mill.) 58 -0,3 % 501 1,6 %
Passenger load 
factor 61,0% +0,1 p u 60,5% +0,1 p u
Total no. of 
passengers (Mill) 0,184 0,1 % 1,531 0,1 %

Blue1 Sep 09 Change Jan-Sep 09 Change

ASK (Mill.) 192 0,5 % 1 550 -3,5 %

RPK (Mill.) 114 -8,6 % 1 017 -4,2 %
Passenger load 
factor 59,2% -5,9 p u 65,6% -0,5 p u
Total no. of 
passengers (Mill) 0,128 -11,9 % 1,097 -10,4 %

 
SAS Group's September 2009 traffic figures  
• SAS Group's traffic decreased by 17.7% during 

September and seat capacity was down 17.7% vs. 
2008. 

•  SAS Group carried 2.2 million passengers in 
September, down 14.7% vs. 2008.  

• Total passenger load factor in September was 70.6%, 
unchanged versus last year. 
 
 

Group market trends and yield development  
The yield for Scandinavian Airlines in August was down 
by 8.8 %in line with guidance. For September 2009, the 
change in yield is also expected to be negative indicating 
continued yield pressure going forward. In addition, the 
improvement in passenger load factor did not continue in 
September. This development will have a negative 
impact on the 4th quarter result. The SAS Group is 
currently implementing a new strategic approach – Core 
SAS - to secure a future profitable SAS. The strategy 
includes cost  reduction initiatives of SEK 4.5 bn as well 
as a 20% reduction in capacity. The implementation is 
well on track. An additional SEK 2.0 bn cost savings 
program was initiated in August 2009.  
Negotiations with unions with the objective to reduce 
costs is ongoing. The market continues to be 
unpredictable and the uncertainty regarding the timing of 
the recovery is considerable. 
 
 
SAS Scandinavian Airlines  
• Total number of passengers was 1.9 million during 
September, down by 16.1%. 

• The traffic decreased by 18.5% and the capacity was 
down by 19.1%. 

• The September load factor increased by 0.6 p.u. to 
   71.7 %. 
 

The intercontinental traffic decreased 22.6% and capacity 
was down by 19.4 %, with traffic down more on USA 
routes due to discontinuation of the route to Seattle. The 
intrascandinavian traffic decreased 15.1 %, but load 
improved as the capacity was reduced by 18.9%. The 
Norwegian and Swedish domestic traffic decreased by 
12.4% and 16.4% respectively. 
 
Widerøe's traffic development 
Widerøe carried 184.000 passengers in September, up 
0.1%. Capacity was reduced by 0.5% and traffic 
decreased slightly less resulting in an improvement of the 
load factor by 0.1 p.u. to 61%. Widerøe has shifted 
capacity to the domestic market to meet demand.  
 
Blue 1's traffic development   
Total number of passengers in September was 128 000,  
down 11.9% vs September last year. Total capacity 
increased slightly, but traffic decreased by 8.6%. The 
passenger load factor decreased by 5.9 p.u. to 59.2%. 
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SAS GROUP TOTAL 
CHARTER Sep 09 Sep 08 CHANGE Jan-Sep 09 Jan-Sep 08 CHANGE 
ASK (Mill.) 412 346 19,1% 3 515 2 955 18,9%
RPK (Mill.) 363 290 25,2% 3 084 2 512 22,8%
Passenger load factor 88,2% 83,9% +4,3 p u 87,8% 85,0% +2,7 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 146 117 25,0% 1 169 959 21,9%
 

SAS Group - Traffic, capacity, passenger load factors and number of passengers per route area.  
SAS GROUP TOTAL SCHEDULED  Sep 09 Sep 08 CHANGE Jan-Sep 09 Jan-Sep 08 CHANGE 
ASK (Mill.) 3 134 3 807 -17,7% 27 411 32 243 -15,0%
RPK (Mill.) 2 214 2 688 -17,7% 19 464 23 357 -16,7%
Passenger load factor 70,6% 70,6% +0,0 p u 71,0% 72,4% -1,4 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 2,234 2,620 -14,7% 18,843 22,388 -15,8%
INTERCONTINENTAL ROUTES Sep 09 Sep 08 CHANGE Jan-Sep 09 Jan-Sep 08 CHANGE 
ASK (Mill.) 818 1 015 -19,4% 7 744 8 935 -13,3%
RPK (Mill.) 672 869 -22,6% 6 170 7 595 -18,8%
Passenger load factor 82,1% 85,6% -3,5 p u 79,7% 85,0% -5,3 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 95 122 -22,0% 865 1 061 -18,5%
EUROPEAN ROUTES Sep 09 Sep 08 CHANGE Jan-Sep 09 Jan-Sep 08 CHANGE 
ASK (Mill.) 1 380 1 732 -20,3% 12 050 14 321 -15,9%
RPK (Mill.) 972 1 163 -16,4% 8 362 9 885 -15,4%
Passenger load factor 70,4% 67,2% +3,3 p u 69,4% 69,0% +0,4 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 882 1 042 -15,4% 7 409 8 869 -16,5%
INTRA-SCANDINAVIAN ROUTES Sep 09 Sep 08 CHANGE Jan-Sep 09 Jan-Sep 08 CHANGE 
ASK (Mill.) 225 276 -18,4% 1 928 2 342 -17,7%
RPK (Mill.) 145 170 -15,0% 1 227 1 445 -15,1%
Passenger load factor 64,4% 61,8% +2,6 p u 63,6% 61,7% +1,9 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 291 345 -15,6% 2 430 2 900 -16,2%
DANISH DOMESTIC ROUTES Sep 09 Sep 08 CHANGE Jan-Sep 09 Jan-Sep 08 CHANGE 
ASK (Mill.) 19 25 -20,9% 170 228 -25,5%
RPK (Mill.) 12 16 -24,7% 105 148 -29,4%
Passenger load factor 62,5% 65,7% -3,2 p u 61,5% 64,9% -3,5 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 59 72 -17,9% 500 597 -16,2%
NORWEGIAN DOMESTIC ROUTES Sep 09 Sep 08 CHANGE Jan-Sep 09 Jan-Sep 08 CHANGE 
ASK (Mill.) 494 547 -9,7% 4 081 4 665 -12,5%
RPK (Mill.) 299 334 -10,5% 2 653 3 114 -14,8%
Passenger load factor 60,6% 61,1% -0,6 p u 65,0% 66,8% -1,8 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 680 766 -11,3% 5 793 6 656 -13,0%
SWEDISH DOMESTIC ROUTES Sep 09 Sep 08 CHANGE Jan-Sep 09 Jan-Sep 08 CHANGE 
ASK (Mill.) 197 213 -7,6% 1 437 1 751 -17,9%
RPK (Mill.) 113 135 -16,4% 948 1 170 -18,9%
Passenger load factor 57,5% 63,6% -6,0 p u 66,0% 66,8% -0,8 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 227 274 -16,9% 1846 2306 -19,9%

Punctuality (September 2009)   
Within 15 minutes 93.3% of Scandinavian Airlines' flights 
departed on time and the regularity was a strong 99.5%.  

Internet bookings (August 2009) 
The proportion of Scandinavian Airlines' Internet bookings 
was 39.4% (35.5%) in August 2009. 


