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PARR MOUNT OVER 50’s BOWLING THEIR WAY INTO THE LEAGUE 
April 19th 2010

Parr Mount over 50’s Club, is gearing up to take the Bowling League by storm, now that they can practise bowling in all weathers, day or night at the Helena Extra scheme. Thanks to funding from Ibstock Cory Environmental Trust (ICET), the Club has been able to purchase an indoor short bowling mat and, with new players being welcomed every week, they are sure to leap ahead in the league in no time!

With a lack of crown green bowling clubs in the area, the residents of Parr Mount Court felt they wanted a way to improve their health whilst making new friends, and what better way than indoor bowls. Two of the residents, David Hankinson and John Ratcliffe will be passing on their years of experience during regular weekly sessions and everyone’s invited to have a go.
The teams, made up of both men and women, have taken to the sport with great enthusiasm and it is hoped a triumphant team will be picked any day. As well as residents of Parr Mount, the bowling is also open to anyone (of a certain age!) to participate. 
Fingerpost has long been a deprived part of St Helens, with high unemployment, low incomes, crime and poor health. The area is sure to benefit from regular bowling sessions, open to everyone, encouraging socialising and fun 'get - togethers', as well as helping local residents to stay active.
Jimmy Kennedy, one of the residents at Parr Mount Court, quite fancies himself as a league champion and is always encouraging others to join in: “It’s great fun.” said George. “A lot of folk around here think it’s for old people, but we’re here to prove them wrong – it’s for us all to enjoy, it’s a laugh and with enough practise, I’m sure we will find ourselves top of the leader board soon enough.”
Project Officer, Nichola Wilkinson, is delighted the residents have taken to bowling and are getting so much enjoyment from their new indoor bowling mat. She said:  “The funding from ICET has really helped us involve some of the quieter members of the community. This great new sport has them all laughing and joking, it’s a joy to watch and everyone encourages each other all the time to better their skills and fine tune their curling.”  
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All the residents are set to celebrate on St George’s Day with fun activities planned all day long. There will be dances, face painting, cake stalls and bunting all around on the big day, with all the residents joining in, showing off their new bowling mat and getting as many people involved as possible. 
ICET has also funded the construction of raised beds for planting vegetables, herbs as flowers, some new garden furniture, IT equipment, a TV and a commercial food warmer, and all of these items will be showcased at the open day to ensure the community knows what Parr Mount Court’s Over 50’s Club has to offer.
Angela Haymonds, Secretary of ICET, said: “The Parr Mount over 50’s Club will reap great benefits from their new bowling mat, both socially and health wise. Already a popular activity, it will generate much interest in the community and hopefully, this deprived area of St Helens will benefit from practical help to improve the social lives of the local community.”
‘ “This is just one of the many community projects Ibstock Cory Environmental Trust has funded through the Landfill Communities Fund (LCF). The scheme offers funding to projects that benefit communities living within 10 miles of a landfill site. Groups interested in submitting projects should visit our website to find out more.”
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Notes to editor: Ibstock Cory Environmental Trust
Ibstock Cory Environmental Trust (ICET) was established in February 2001, in conjunction with Ibstock Brick Limited and Cory Environmental Ltd and funded through the Landfill Communities Fund (LCF). To date it has supported 150 projects and funding totalling over £3 million has been approved. ICET mainly supports projects in St Helens, Walsall, Dudley, South Gloucestershire and Sevenoaks, where Cory Environmental has operational sites with links to Ibstock Brickworks.  

