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   The SAS Group Traffic figures 
   November 2003 
 

SAS Group Nov 03 Change Jan-Nov 03 Change

ASK (Mill.) 3 998 2,4% 44 300 1,6%

RPK (Mill.) 2 358 0,5% 28 239 -1,6%

Passenger load factor 59,0% -1,1 p u 63,7% -2,1 p u

Passengers (Mill.)  2,485 -4,6% 28,858 -6,9%
         p u = percentage units 

 
 
 

Summary of the 
airlines 

January-November 2003 

 Traffic 
(RPK) 

Capacity 
(ASK) 

Load 
factor  

 Change of 
load factor 

SAS Group -1,6% 1,6% 63,7% -2,1 p u
Scandinavian 
Airlines -5,9% -2,1% 65,8% -2,6 p u
Spanair 6,4% 6,7% 61,3% -0,2 p u
Braathens 16,2% 14,8% 58,9% +0,7 p u
Widerøe 21,9% 18,2% 53,1% +1,6 p u
Blue1 20,1% 33,3% 45,4% -5,0 p u

 
Route area 
(change): 

   November 03 vs.  
November 02 

Jan-Nov 03 vs.  
Jan-Nov 02 

 Traffic 
(RPK) 

Capacity 
(ASK) 

Traffic 
(RPK) 

Capacity 
(ASK) 

Intercontinental 0,4% -3,2% -2,0% 7,2% 
Europe 6,9% 9,4% 6,6% 7,7% 
Intra Scandinavian -4,9% -1,8% -14,2% -12,9% 
Denmark   -14,8% -13,5% -54,5% -48,1% 
Norway  -4,4% -3,8% -7,3% -4,3% 
Sweden  -16,5% -3,3% -18,5% -18,2% 

 
 

 
 

 

Scandinavian 
Airlines Nov 03 Change Jan-Nov 03 Change

ASK (Mill.) 2 805 1,3 % 30 894 -2,1 %

RPK (Mill.) 1 733 -1,3 % 20 340 -5,9 %
Passenger load 
factor 61,8% -1,6 p u 65,8% -2,6 p u

Passengers (Mill.)  1,579 -7,1 % 17,931 -12,2 %
    p u = percentage units 

Route area 
(change): 

   November 03 vs.  
November 02 

Jan-Nov 03 vs.  
Jan-Nov 02 

 Traffic
(RPK) 

Capacity 
(ASK) 

Traffic
(RPK) 

Capacity
(ASK)

Intercontinental 0,4% -3,2% -0,8% 9,0%
Europe 4,5% 11,1% 0,8% 3,6%
Intra-
scandinavian -5,0% -1,6% -18,1% -17,2%
Denmark   -14,8% -13,5% -54,5% -48,1%
Norway  -9,4% -13,3% -28,5% -27,5%
Sweden  -16,5% -3,3% -18,5% -18,2%

 
 
 
 
 
 

The SAS Group  
• Total passenger traffic (RPK) increased by 0,5% in 

November vs 2002. 
• The SAS Group transported a total of 2,5 million 

passengers in November 2003 vs 2,6 million in 2002, a 
decrease of 4,6%.  

• Overall group passenger load factor decreased by 1,1 
p.u to 59,0% for November 2003 vs. 2002. 

 
Market trends and yield development 
The traffic development in November showed a small 
increase, but with reduced passenger yields across all airlines 
in the Group. Overall passenger load factor decreased 1,1 
p.u. and passenger traffic increased by 0,5% during 
November. 
In general, growth has improved slightly on European and 
intercontinental routes, but the domestic and 
Intrascandinavian markets are still caracterized by weak 
demand. 
Braathens traffic increased in November driven by the 
positive development on international routes. Adjusted for a 
method change Spanair's traffic increased in November with 
improved load but with reduced yields . 
 
A slightly reduced overall yield decrease was expected for 
October compared with earlier months and the outcome 
showed yields down 10,1% month by month and 12,4% for 
the period Jan- Oct. Yields on the European routes were 
down approx 18% in October.  
 
The overall yield development in October showed some 
improvements compared with previous months, but 
indications for the last two months of 2003 shows 
continued pressure on yields. Price cuts were implemented 
in Scandinavia as from October 26 and it will push yields 
further as from November by approx. 2-3% vs 2002. The 
restructuring plan "Turnaround 2005", is  proceeding 
according to plan in order to secure a sustained 
profitability level in a lower yield environment. Due to the 
situation with continued yield pressure, the outlook 
remains cautious.  
 
Scandinavian Airlines  
• Scandinavian Airlines traffic (RPK) decreased by 1,3% 

in November 2003 compared with 2002.  
• Scandinavian Airlines passenger load factor decreased 

by 1,6 p.u. to 61,8% 
Demand on the long haul routes showed some strenght 
during November.  Intercontinental traffic in November 
increased by 0,4% vs 2002 and load factors improved by 2,9 
p.u.  
Traffic on the European routes was up 4,5%. Snowflake has 
its low season now and showed a load factor slightly below 
50%. Intrascandinavian traffic was characterized by slow 
demand. Norwegian domestic market has improved 
compared with previous months, while demand on Swedish 
domestic routes has weakened significantly. 

Internet Sales 
The proportion of Internet sales on wwww.scandinavian.net was 
5,1% in October 2003 compared with 1,7% in October 2002. 
Punctuality 
Within 15 minutes 89,8% of flights departed on time and within 2 
minutes 66,1% of flights departed on time. 
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Spanair (scheduled) Nov 03 Change Jan-Nov 03 Change

ASK (Mill) 591 -4,0 % 6 875 6,7 %

RPK (Mill) 311 -3,6 % 4 215 6,4 %

Passenger load factor 52,6% +0,2 p u 61,3% -0,2 p u
Total Rev. passengers 
(Milj) 0,362 -5,9 % 4,926 2,5 %
Route area 
(change): 

   November 03 vs.  
November 02 

Jan-Nov 03 vs. 
Jan-Nov 02    

 Traffic 
(RPK)

Capacity 
(ASK) 

Traffic 
(RPK)

Capacity 
(ASK)

Spanish domestic -5,1% -1,4% 7,2% 6,4% 
European Routes 1,9% -11,1% 17,5% 19,6% 

 

 
 

Braathens  
(scheduled ) Nov 03 Change Jan-Nov 03 Change

ASK (Mill.) 415 11,4 % 4 829 14,8 %
RPK (Mill.) 230 15,5 % 2 843 16,2 %
Passenger load factor 55,5% +2,0 p u 58,9% +0,7 p u
Total no. of 
passengers, (milj)  0,338 1,0 % 3,892 0,7 %
Route area 
(change): 

   November 03 vs.  
November 02 

Jan-Nov 03 vs. 
Jan-Nov 02    

 Traffic 
(RPK)

Capacity 
(ASK) 

Traffic 
(RPK)

Capacity 
(ASK) 

Norwegian dom. -2,6% 1,1% 5,8% 11,4% 
European Routes 110,1% 63,4% 50,5% 26,1% 

 
 
 

 
 

Widerøe's Nov 03 Change Jan-Nov 03 Change

ASK (Mill.) 79 0,8 % 884 18,2 %
RPK (Mill.) 42 0,9 % 469 21,9 %
Passenger load factor 52,7% +0,0 p u 53,1% +1,6 p u
Total no. of 
passengers (Mill) 0,140 -0,8 % 1,539 11,3 %

 
 
 

Blue1 Nov 03 Change Jan-Nov 03 Change

ASK (Mill.) 108 55,8% 819 33,3%
RPK (Mill.) 42 58,2% 372 20,1%
Passenger load factor 39,1% +0,6 p u 45,4% -5,0 p u
Total no. of 
passengers (Mill) 0,066 52,4 % 0,569 14,0%

Spanair traffic development 
Spanair adjusted to the seasonal variations and reduced 
the total capacity slightly in November. The overall ASK 
decreased by 4,0% and the RPK with 3,6% compared to 
last year.  
 
Within the domestic network, capacity has been moved 
from the Balearic Islands to the Canary Islands and also 
to routes within the Iberian Peninsula. Compared to 
November last year, the domestic ASK decreased by 1,4% 
and the RPK  by 5,1 %, resulting in a  2,1 p.u. lower load 
factor.  
 
Generally, the European markets developed slower than 
the domestic but through a careful capacity adjustment, 
Spanair managed to increase the load factor with 6,3 p.u.. 
The ASK was 11,1% lower than last year while the RPK 
grew with 1,9%. The route between Madrid-Frankfurt 
expanded from two to three daily flights in May 2003. 
Valencia-Munich developed from 1 to 2 daily flights 
compared to November last year compensating for the 
cancellation of Malaga-Munich from the beginning of 
September. The route Madrid-Stockholm is temporarily 
suspended until summer 2004. 
 
Last year “part charter”  flights were accounted as 
schedule, but are not included in the figures since January 
2003.  Adjusted for this method change overall ASK grew 
by 3,5% compared to last year, RPK grew by 6% and 
load factor grew with 1,1 p.u. to 52,6%. 
 
Braathens traffic development: 
Braathens scheduled passenger traffic (RPK) showed an 
overall increase of 15,5% in November 2003 vs. 
November 2002 and the number of passengers increased 
by 1,0 %. Capacity (ASK) increased by 11,4% and the 
passenger load factor increased by 2,0 p.u. to 55,5%. 
The Norwegian domestic routes showed a 2,6% decrease 
in RPK while ASK increased by 1,1 % in November 2003 
vs. November 2002. Domestic passenger load factor 
decreased by 2,0 p.u. to 51,9% in November 2003 vs. 
November 2002. The increase in number of passengers, 
RPK and ASK on international routes reflects the opening 
of new routes on March 30 2003.  Passenger load factor 
on international routes increased by 14,9 p.u. to 66,9% in 
November 2003 vs. November 2002. 
 
Widerøe's traffic development 
Total number of passengers was reduced by 0.8% in 
November compared with last year. However, traffic in 
RPKs was up by 0.9%, as a result of increased average 
distance. With a capacity increase of 0.8%, overall load 
factor increased slightly to 52.7%. Load factor on the 
domestic sector developed positively, but on the UK 
market the load factor declined as traffic did not increase 
in line with capacity. 
 
Blue 1's traffic development 
Blue1's total passenger traffic (RPK) increased with 58% 
compared to last year and the capacity (ASK) increased 
with 56%. With a passenger increase of 52%, Blue1 
continued to gain market share. 



  For further information Please contact Head of SAS Group Investor Relations Sture Stølen 
 + 46 8 797 1451 sture.stolen@sas.se  Homepage: www.sasgroup.net                             3

 

Scandinavian Airlines APPENDIX – Traffic, capacity, passenger load factors and number of passengers per route area.  
INTERCONTINENTAL ROUTES Nov 03 Nov 02 CHANGE Jan-Nov 03 Jan-Nov 02 CHANGE
ASK (Mill.) 986 1 019 -3,2% 11 703 10 739 +9,0%
RPK (Mill.) 777 774 +0,4% 8 962 9 032 -0,8%
Passenger load factor 78,8% 76,0% +2,9 p u 76,6% 84,1% -7,5 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 113,6 114,4 -0,7% 1 291,6 1 308,5 -1,3%
EUROPEAN ROUTES Nov 03 Nov 02 CHANGE Jan-Nov 03 Jan-Nov 02 CHANGE
ASK (Mill.) 1 110 999 +11,1% 11 842 11 431 +3,6%
RPK (Mill.) 568 543 +4,5% 7 137 7 079 +0,8%
Passenger load factor 51,2% 54,4% -3,2 p u 60,3% 61,9% -1,7 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 559,2 556,7 +0,4% 6 910,0 7 109,1 -2,8%
INTRA-SCANDINAVIAN ROUTES Nov 03 Nov 02 CHANGE Jan-Nov 03 Jan-Nov 02 CHANGE
ASK (Mill.) 237 241 -1,6% 2 456 2 965 -17,2%
RPK (Mill.) 119 125 -5,0% 1 355 1 655 -18,1%
Passenger load factor 50,2% 51,9% -1,8 p u 55,1% 55,8% -0,7 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 247,4 262,8 -5,9% 2 806,1 3 430,7 -18,2%
DANISH DOMESTIC ROUTES Nov 03 Nov 02 CHANGE Jan-Nov 03 Jan-Nov 02 CHANGE
ASK (Mill.) 23 26 -13,5% 264 508 -48,1%
RPK (Mill.) 13 15 -14,8% 137 302 -54,5%
Passenger load factor 56,4% 57,3% -0,9 p u 52,0% 59,4% -7,4 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 62,0 73,3 -15,5% 657,7 820,5 -19,8%
NORWEGIAN DOMESTIC ROUTES Nov 03 Nov 02 CHANGE Jan-Nov 03 Jan-Nov 02 CHANGE
ASK (Mill.) 162 187 -13,3% 1 716 2 368 -27,5%
RPK (Mill.) 90 100 -9,4% 991 1 385 -28,5%
Passenger load factor 55,7% 53,4% +2,4 p u 57,7% 58,5% -0,8 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 247,1 274,2 -9,9% 2 650,6 3 338,4 -20,6%
SWEDISH DOMESTIC ROUTES Nov 03 Nov 02 CHANGE Jan-Nov 03 Jan-Nov 02 CHANGE
ASK (Mill.) 288 298 -3,3% 2 913 3 560 -18,2%
RPK (Mill.) 166 198 -16,5% 1 758 2 157 -18,5%
Passenger load factor 57,5% 66,6% -9,1 p u 60,4% 60,6% -0,2 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 349,6 418,6 -16,5% 3 615,3 4 423,2 -18,3%


