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Telia Mobile selects Cisco to build new IP-based backbone network
As another indicator of how wireless is gaining ground as the delivery system of the Internet, Sweden’s leading mobile operator, Telia Mobile, today announced that Cisco Systems is to build the company’s new national mobile data network infrastructure based entirely on IP technology. 

This new development will enable Telia Mobile, one of the world´s  most innovative mobile operators with a major share of the Swedish market, to provide new and innovative datacom applications and services to business and consumer customers as they appear, and to handle the continued exponential growth in IP network traffic, using Cisco's high-speed routers and switches and IP (Internet Protocol) technology. 

With the recent upgrade in the processing power of mobile phones through WAP (Wireless Application Protocol)  - allowing users to access the Web via their mobile terminals - data traffic is now becoming even more prominent than voice for mobile operators. And with almost 60 percent of the population already wired to the Internet, Sweden is embracing the Internet faster than almost any other country in the world.

This has prompted the move for Telia Mobile to establish an IP-backbone network as a cost-saving measure and a way to deal with increased data loads, as well as paving a way for it to provision future wireless communications services. 

The IP backbone network will also be used as the core network for GPRS (General Packet Radio Service), a more flexible, efficient and faster way of transmitting data to mobile phones, and UMTS (Universal Mobile telecommunications System), a user-driven service that will make global communications effortless and enable new services demanding high bandwidth, such as video.

“With the new network from Cisco, Telia Mobile will enhance its existing platform for advanced mobile services which today includes Unified Messaging and Internet Services within the DOF concept," said Jan Karmakar, Director of  Research and Development, Telia Mobile. " The IP backbone network is a resource that will speed up and simplify the implementation of future IP based services and will eventually be used to produce future mobile voice and multimedia services.”

According to Paul Mountford, Cisco's vice president of Service Provider Operations in Europe Middle East and Africa, “Cisco’s partnership with Telia Mobile is yet another step forward in bringing the Internet Revolution to as many people as possible. With Cisco’s expertise in IP and Telia Mobile’s vanguard thinking, as one of the first mobile operators to join the New World of IP, businesses and consumers will reap the benefits of what wireless communications combined with the Internet can afford.”

About Cisco Systems

Cisco Systems (NASDAQ: CSCO) is the worldwide leader in networking for the Internet. Cisco news and information are available at http://www.cisco.com.
About Telia Mobile

Telia Mobile AB is one of the world’s most innovative mobile telecommunications operators with a major share of the Swedish market. Net sales for 1998 amounts to SEK 9 billion. Telia Mobile offers wireless communications services to companies and private subscribers’ organisations. The company’s operations also include other wireless services which offer reliable communications to the transport, maritime and aviation industries. Telia Mobile is a subsidiary to Telia AB. News and information are available at http://www.telia.com/mobile
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Journalists who require further information, please contact:
Charlotte Züger, Press Officer, Telia Mobile, +46 8 601 80 82,  charlotte.c.zuger@telia.se
Henriette Borsch, Cisco Systems +44 181 756 8000, hborsch@cisco.com

Valerie Weisenreder, Band & Brown +44 171 419 7000, valerie@bbpr.com

Telia is the leading supplier of telecom-based information services in the Nordic/Baltic region. At the same time, "seamless" pan-European and global services are being realized through powerful alliances and partnerships in Europe and around the world. Annual turnover 1998 reached 51 240 MSEK and the number of employees amounted to approx. 30 600.
