[image: image1.png]MODERN TIMES GROUP




PRESS RELEASE

April 19, 2000

Metro got distribution agreement  in rome


Modern Times Group MTG AB announced today that the newspaper company Metro International has signed a distribution contract  for Rome, Italy.

This further strengthens Metros presence in Europe where the paper was launched in Zurich, Switzerland, and Newcastle, United Kingdom earlier this year.


This confirms that the fast-paced international expansion of Metro continues.

In Rome, Metro has signed a distribution contract with the municipal transport organization Cotral, who operates the subway and the commuter railway in Rome and suburbs.

The distribution agreement makes Metro available in the public transportation system in Rome,  with 240 million riders in  the subways in 1999, and 35 million in the commuter railway system.

Fabrizio Paladini has been appointed editor-in-chief. He is currently serving as news editor at 

Il Messaggero in Rome.    
Metro was the first free daily newspaper financed entirely by advertising revenue published to commuters in Stockholm in 1995. Two years later, the first foreign edition was published in Prague. In 1998, local editions were added in Budapest and Gothenburg, Sweden. Last year, Metro was introduced in the Netherlands, in Helsinki, and in Malmö, Sweden. This year the paper has been launched in Santiago, Chile and in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in the United States, the first editions outside Europe, and in Newcastle, UK and in Zurich, Switzerland. 

As of yesterday it was announced that the Board of Directors of Modern Times Group MTG AB has voted to propose the annual meeting of shareholders scheduled for May 25, that all shares in Metro International SA be distributed to the shareholders of MTG.

Metro International SA includes Metro in Stockholm, Gothenburg and Malmö, in Helsinki, Prague, Budapest, the Netherlands, Newcastle, Zurich, Santiago, and Philadelphia, as well as the contract for Rome.


For further information, call Jens Torpe, senior vice president, Metro International, telephone +44 171 408 02 30.
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