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Stockholm, 7 August 2000

PRESS RELEASE

SEB acquires 5 per cent in Custos

On 7 August 2000, SEB purchased 1,209,250 A shares and 224,887 B shares of Custos, which represents 4.51 per cent of the issued share capital and 4.99 per cent of the voting rights of Custos. This will represent 5.17 per cent of the capital and 5.59 per cent of the voting rights following the planned redemption by Custos later this year. The shares are included in the bank's trading book.

The purchase hedges a share swap agreement with a client, in which SEB pays the return on the shares during the swap agreement to the client.

_____________________________________________________________________

For further questions please contact:

Annika Halldin, Group Communications, phone +46 8 763 85 60

Lotta Treschow, Investor Relations, phone +46 8 763 95 59
