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Premier flight for self-protection system
ESTL

Defence and security company Saab’s new self-protection
system ESTL is now airborne. The premier flight was
carried out on a Gripen in early June 2014.

ESTL is an efficient self-protection system for virtually any type of fixed-wing
aircraft where ESTL is installable on a mission-to-mission basis. Depending
on mission profile, ESTL can be configured for different threat scenarios.
ESTL provides covert sustainable pre-emptive dispensing, missile warning,
forward firing of flares and cocktail dispensing.

“ESTL offers enhanced survivability in combat and conflict situations.
Traditional Countermeasures may encounter difficulties with the latest
generation of AAMs and SAMs, but the ESTL concept includes a
module of forward firing flares. This, together with the missile
approach warning sensors and an optional chaff capability, makes
ESTL a powerful shield against the latest missile developments,” says
Carl-Johan Bergholm, Head of Business Unit Electronic Warfare
Systems at Saab.

A standard, AIM-9 Sidewinder and AIM-120 AMRAAM, missile interface
makes it possible to share ESTL units among the aircraft of an entire fleet.
Mass and aerodynamics are on par with the missiles, which substantially
simplifies integration and certification.

“This successful first flight is an important step for the ESTL project
and we look forward to continuing test flights and increased customer
interest in many countries worldwide,” says Carl-Johan Bergholm.
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Saab serves the global market with world-leading products, services and solutions
ranging from military defence to civil security. Saab has operations and employees
on all continents and constantly develops, adopts and improves new technology to
meet customers’ changing needs.




