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ICET searches for projects to fund in Dudley

In today’s struggling and somewhat ailing economic climate, the prospect of fundraising for any project may prove daunting. However, it’s good to know there are funding organisations for a wide range of projects that are actively seeking applications for funding. 

One such funding body is Ibstock Cory Environmental Trust (ICET) and it is currently on the lookout for projects in the Dudley area that meet its criteria. Most important is that the funding goes towards projects that benefit and are accessible to the whole community.

ICET is an organisation that funds projects through the Landfill Communities Fund (LCF) which is regulated by ENTRUST. This fund gets its money from tax levied on the rubbish disposed of at landfill sites across the UK. The LCF can be used for a wide variety of community, heritage and environmental projects and can be accessed through ICET.

Angela Haymonds is the secretary for ICET and is the person to whom applications should be made. “If we decide to fund a project it must be registered with ENTRUST and we know what will qualify and what won’t,” explains Angela. “The project must benefit the whole community, so it is important to demonstrate in any application that people will have access to whatever has been funded such as a building or public gardens.”

ICET funds projects in specific areas of the country and are actively looking for good projects in Dudley. “We do seem to be short on applications for funding from the Dudley area and Trustees would welcome more good quality applications from this area,” confirms Angela.

ICET can fund an entire project or contribute to the funding of larger ones and the amount awarded to previous projects ranges from £2,000 to £25,000. Many projects in Dudley have already received funding.

At Stafford Road Sports Club, home to Bloxwich Rugby Football Club, an ICET grant of £15,000 saw a total refit of the showers and changing facilities, which has meant the club can accommodate rugby, cricket and hockey clubs at the same time. 

At the Clent Hills National Trust site, a grant of £12,601 has funded a project to restore and provide additional areas of acid grassland, a rare habitat which has been identified as being in need of protection. The project utilised local volunteers, providing training and community engagement, whilst at the same time preserving and enhancing the site for future generations.

These are just two examples of projects in Dudley funded by ICET and Angela Haymonds remains enthusiastic about providing grants for many more. If your project fits the criteria and you need to find out more about how to apply, visit the website at www.coryenvironmental.co.uk/community/trusts.

Here, you can find out where the funds come from, who is eligible for funding and how to complete the application form with an example given for guidance. It is a step-by-step process, clearly explained and should you have any problems, contact details are available on the site.

If you have a project in Dudley that needs funding, it is worthwhile approaching ICET as there are grants now available that could benefit your community. ICET can make projects happen in Dudley, but they need to know about them, who you are and where you are. If you are an organisation struggling to raise funds and you fulfil the criteria, do not hesitate to apply today as you could receive the money you need in a matter of months.
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For more information please contact:
· Sarah Myers, Acer Marketing Communications on 01248 722529 or sarah@acercomms.co.uk 
· Angela Haymonds, Ibstock Cory, Environmental Trust, PO Box 3138, Slough, SL3 9ZH, T: 01753 582513, F: 01753 582530,  ajhaymonds@icet.freeserve.co.uk 

Notes to editor: Ibstock Cory Environmental Trust
Ibstock Cory Environmental Trust (ICET) was established in February 2001, in conjunction with Ibstock Brick Limited and Cory Environmental Ltd and funded through the Landfill Communities Fund (LCF). To date it has supported 150 projects and funding totalling over £3 million has been approved. ICET mainly supports projects in St Helens, Walsall, Dudley, South Gloucestershire and Sevenoaks, where Cory Environmental has operational sites with links to Ibstock Brickworks.  

