
 

 

 
 
 
 

The Coroner's Ruling in the Death of David Gray  

The inquest into the death of Mr David Gray who died following an overdose 

of diamorphine administered by an EU doctor during an out-of-hours visit, 

concluded today with a verdict of unlawful killing. 

The coroner recorded as part of his Ruling:  

"I must consider whether unlawful killing is the appropriate verdict.  I look at 

causation.  I am satisfied that the injection of 100mg of diamorphine was what 

killed David Gray.  This, by his own admission in various letters and e-mails, 

was administered by Dr Ubani.  The actions of Dr Ubani killed Mr Gray.” 

  

“Although Dr Ubani selected the 100mg vial of diamorphine from the box, and 

after having injected the drug, he completed the records to show this, I am 

quite satisfied he did not mean to kill Mr Gray.” 

  

“That said, has the killing come about through the negligence, and if so, was 

such negligence gross?” 

 

“For there to be negligence, there has to be a duty of care.  There clearly was 

such duty, owned by Dr Ubani as treating physician of his patient.” 

  

“Was the negligence gross?  I take into account the imperfect induction of Dr 

Ubani, his lack of familiarity with the NHS and the systems he was operating, 

and the fact that he was probably tired.  Even so, those factors do not 

exculpate him from gross negligence.  If he did not know the properties or size 

of the drug he was administering, he should not have administered it.  He had 

the British National Formulary to consult, stuck on the lid of the box was a list 

of the drugs, attached to the box were instructions and inside the box was a 

list of opoid strengths.  The phial he selected was far larger than any of the 

other phials, and if he had any doubts or queries I am satisfied he knew he 

could seek advice.” 

  

“Nonetheless, he went ahead and injected the fatal overdose.  This was gross 

negligence manslaughter.” 
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“Accordingly, the verdict I return is that David Gray was unlawfully killed.” 

The Coroner also recommended that the Lord Chancellor and the Health 

Minister instruct Take Care Now and the Cambridgeshire Primary Care Trust 

to investigate the issues and failings highlighted by the inquest to bring about 

changes to the way out-of-hours care is delivered in this country and to 

ensure that sufficient safeguards are put in place to prevent a repeat of this 

tragic situation. These recommendations are supported by the 

Cambridgeshire Primary Care Trust. 

Prior to the Coroner giving his verdict the representatives of Cambridgeshire 

PCT made a formal apology to the families of those affected by the treatment 

given by Dr Ubani in February 2008.  A spokesperson said: 

  

“Cambridgeshire PCT accepted that the treatment fell significantly below the 

standard of care that they were entitled to expect.“  

  

“We apologise to the families of all of the patients affected for the suffering 

caused, which ought to have been prevented.” 

  

“We assure the families that we have sought to learn the lessons from these 

terrible events.” 

  

“We express our profound apology for what the families have had to endure 

as a result of NHS Treatment.” 
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Further information is available from the Anthony Collins Solicitors Press Office.   
 
For general enquiries contact Simeon Ling on 07841 499693 or for media 
enquiries contact Jo Garner on 07717 897991 or 01527 888992, email 
media@anthonycollins.com. 
www.anthonycollins.com. 
 
 



 

 

Please see accompanying briefing notes for more information. 
 

Editor’s Notes 
 
Anthony Collins Solicitors 
Anthony Collins Solicitors is a full service law firm with a national reputation for 
advising individuals, businesses, not-for-profit organisations, local authorities, and 
public sector bodies throughout the UK.  For nearly four decades, it has been 
successfully combining market-leading legal expertise with a commitment to 
excellence and long-term relationships underpinned by a strong ethical position.  

Chambers UK, the leading guide to the legal industry, recently praised the firm 
across its broad range of practice areas, singling out an outstanding 20 leaders in 
their fields. 

Its Clinical Negligence team has also been recognised by members of the legal 
profession. In particular, the Legal 500 and Chambers UK guides recommend 
Anthony Collins Solicitors as one of the leading law firms in clinical negligence in the 
West Midlands.  

Inez Brown, Associate Solicitor, is the lead solicitor acting on behalf of the Gray 
family working alongside the team’s two partners, Tony Hall and Rankeshwar Batta.  
Profiles for each of these individuals are available at 
http://www.anthonycollins.com/who-we-are/our-people.aspx. 

 
 
 


