[image: image1.png]



Drottninggatan 2 Box 1661 SE-111 96 Stockholm Sweden
Telephone +46 8-700 17 00 Fax +46 8-10 25 59 www.ratos.se


​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​P R E S S R E L E A S E  27 February 2001  

Telia Overseas sells holding in mobile-operator Si.Mobil   
Telia Overseas today completed the sale of its 29 percent holding in Si.Mobil to the Austrian company Mobilkom Austria. Telia Overseas net-profit of the sale is expected to be approximately SEK 450M.

During 1998 Telia Overseas together with local partners received a GSM-licence in Slovenia. The number of subscribers has increased rapidly during the last two years and amounted at year-end 2000 to about 130 000 subscribers.

- It is very positive that we in such a short time have managed to create such a substantial value in Si.Mobil. This deal is line with our strategy to further develop our holdings and eventually realise the values that have been created in our portfolio, says Per O. Pedersen CEO of Telia Overseas.

Telia Overseas net-profit of the sale is expected to be approximately SEK 450M. Telia Overseas total invested capital in Si.Mobil amounted to SEK 149M including equity and debt.

The average rate of return on invested capital for Telia Overseas holding in Si.Mobil was therefore 175%.

Ratos owns approximately 9% in Telia Overseas and has a total investment of SEK 328M in the company. Telia Overseas is an Active holding in Ratos portfolio. The objective of the company is to acquire, develop and sell communication licenses, especially mobile telephony licenses, and communication networks in developing countries. Further to Slovenia Telia Overseas has significant holdings in Sri Lanka, India, Hong Kong, Uganda and Namibia. In February 2001 an agreement in principle was signed regarding the sale of the holding in the Brazilian mobile-operator Tess S.A.

For further information: 

Mats Lönnqvist, Senior Investment Manager, +46-8- 700 17 55

Clara Bolinder-Lundberg, IR, +46-8-700 17 49

Ratos, one of Sweden´s oldest and largest private equity companies, is listed on the OM Stockholm Exchange. Ratos´s business concept is to maximise shareholder value through the professional and responsible management of its investments, including an active involvement in the governance of its portfolio companies. The net asset value of Ratos´s investments exceeds SEK 10bn. The company´s current holdings include Camfil, Capona, Dahl, DataVis, Esselte, Exceed, Q-Labs, Scandic Hotels, Superfos, Telelogic and Telia Overseas.

