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PRESS RELEASE 
6th MAY, 2010
CLONDALKIN GROUP TARGETS PHARMA AND HEALTHCARE GROWTH
International packaging producer Clondalkin Group has revealed plans to further strengthen its position in the European pharmaceutical and healthcare sector.
Following recent accreditations secured by Boxes Prestige Poland and Harlands Labels Poland, Cahill Printers in Ireland and Harlands Labels in the UK, the Specialist Packaging Division now has eight manufacturing sites across Europe with PS 9000:2000 certification, offering  extensive and unique production and service capabilities in cartons, labels, leaflets, literature and inserts / outserts.
The expansion of pharmaceutical and healthcare capabilities has been supported by a multi-million Euro investment programme within the division over the past two years, leading to a much wider range of products available throughout the eight European manufacturing sites, including leaflet and leaflet labels capability in Poland and both perfect bound and saddle stitched booklets / manuals in Ireland.
As well as extending the depth and geographic spread of accredited operations, the Specialist Packaging Division is also actively pursuing acquisitions of well-invested packaging companies that occupy strong pharmaceutical and healthcare market positions. 
In January 2010, Clondalkin Group completed the purchase of Lehigh Press, a pharmaceutical inserts and labels manufacturer based in Puerto Rico, following the acquisitions of Keller Crescent in the US, Cartonplex in Spain and Kenilworth Products in Ireland in 2007.
Pharmaceutical and healthcare annual sales account for approximately €200m of Clondalkin Group’s annual sales of €800m. 
The eight European sites now accredited to PS 9000:2000 standard are: Ditone Labels and Harlands Labels in the UK, Pharmagraphics Guy, Kenilworth Products and Cahill Printers in Ireland, Cartonplex in Spain and Boxes Prestige Poland and Harlands Labels Poland.

Clondalkin Specialist Packaging Division Chief Executive David Lennon said: “We are already providing pharmaceutical and healthcare customers with a complete specialist packaging solution by utilising the high level of expertise, technical innovation and production capability available within the division. We want to take this one step further and ensure Clondalkin Group becomes synonymous around the world with market-leading pharmaceutical and healthcare packaging.
“The recent accreditations secured by the four operating companies form part of achieving that goal and give a clear endorsement of the high standards we achieve. 
“This is supported by the continual development of our production capability and investment in state-of-the-art technology. Keeping our sites at the forefront of technical advances will ensure we continue to provide existing and new customers with the very best pharmaceutical and healthcare packaging available.

“Acquisitions will also play a key role. We are continuously assessing opportunities to expand our global presence in line with our stated intentions of becoming the market leader in the supply of secondary packaging to the pharmaceutical and healthcare sector.”
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Notes to Editors
· Clondalkin Group is an international producer of high value added packaging products and services with over 40 production locations in 10 different countries throughout Europe and North America and annual sales in excess of €800 million a year
· Clondalkin comprises of two divisions, the Flexible Packaging Division and Specialist Packaging Division, employing more than 4,000 people

· The Flexible Packaging Division, which represents approximately 70% of sales, includes our foil and laminate businesses and plastic and polymer businesses

· The Flexible Packaging Division specialises in coated and laminated waxed papers and foils, pre-cut lids, polymer-based sheets, rolls, sleeves and bags with more than 20 production locations throughout Europe and North America including Cats-Haensel, Vaassen Flexible Packaging, NYCO, Chadwicks, AP Burt, LPF Packaging, Wentus, Van Der Windt Group, Accutech Films, Direct Plastics and Fortune Plastics 

· The Specialist Packaging Division, which represents approximately 30% of sales, includes our folding cartons, labels, leaflets, literature and inserts / outserts businesses and paper packaging and printing businesses 

· The Specialist Packaging Division specialises in cartons, labels, leaflets and inserts, and has approximately 20 manufacturing sites in the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Spain, Poland, the United States and Puerto Rico and Ireland. These include well-known brands such as Boxes, Harlands, Ditone, Pharmagraphics Guy, Kenilworth Products, Cartonplex and Keller Crescent

· Clondalkin Group occupies leading positions in the following markets

· Pharmaceutical & Healthcare; 

· Cosmetics & Toiletries; 

· Food & Beverage; 
· Biodegradable Packaging; 
· Confectionery & Bakery; 
· Dairy;

· Tobacco;

· Industrial;

· Agricultural & Horticultural; and

· Services & Leisure.

· Clondalkin Group has extensive experience in all packaging converting technologies including extrusion, metalizing, laminating, lacquering, printing and finishing and works with all the major packaging substrates including paper, board, plastics, foils and laminates
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