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NEW TRUCKS HELP LEADING POWER STATION 

TACKLE HANDLING PROBLEM
A Birmingham-based company that designs and manufactures switchgear handling equipment has recently come to the aid of one of the UK’s largest power stations. Wilmat Ltd has designed and manufactured a number of bespoke manual handling trucks for the Magnox North, Wyfla power station in Anglesey, North Wales.

The power station houses switchgear and low voltage circuit breakers, which need to be maintained, repaired or transported around the station with ease.  Wilmat was called in when the current handling trucks were constantly in need of repair and maintenance. 

 “All our manual lifting equipment was past its prime,” said Jayson Slingsby, Electrical Systems Engineer at Magnox North. “The trucks that we had been using were old, repairs became more frequent and it was very difficult, almost impossible, to find spare parts.  Nearly all of the previous trucks’ manufacturers and suppliers had stopped trading.  We needed a truck that would be adaptable to work with some very old, heavy equipment and equally some new switchgear.”

Wilmat’s designers had no problems with coming up with the made-to-measure handling trucks.  The team took into account all the external factors which affect usage. 

As Andy Capella, Wilmat’s Sales and Technical Director explained: “Our designers developed a thorough research brief, ensuring that the trucks were able to house interchangeable lifting fittings and accommodate the sometimes narrow width of turning areas between racking and cabinets.” Andy Capella went on: “All Wilmat trucks are manufactured and tested to comply with EU Health and Safety legislation, so compliance was never an issue.” 

Using switchgear handling trucks safely is an issue that has been raised recently within the industry and it is one which Wilmat are keen to tackle head on.  “We feel that health and safety compliance is very important when dealing with any equipment,” said Andy. “But there is a definite lack of knowledge when it comes to switchgear handling and safety.  To address this we are about to launch a best practice guide, which will give guidance on how to use the equipment effectively and safely.”

For more information or to download a free copy of the best practice guide visit www.switchgeartrucks.com or call Wilmat on 0121 454 7514 ext.1.
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Editor’s Notes 

Wilmat Group

Wilmat Limited designs and manufactures bespoke, pedestrian-operated materials handling equipment for clients, ranging from major blue chip companies to smaller organizations, across a wide range of sectors. All bespoke products are manufactured in the UK at Wilmat’s factory in Birmingham. Products include industrial fork lifts, tow tractors, scissor lift tables, stackers, pallet trucks, prime movers, cranes, mould / die handlers, platform trucks. Wilmat Limited provides its clients with a full aftersales and maintenance service through its Servicing Division. 

To view Wilmat Ltd’s latest news, please visit the online media centre
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