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VI RG N ATLANTI C WELCOMVES EURCPEAN ‘ OPEN SKI ES’ JUDGVENT AND
CALLS FOR UK GOVERNMENT TO PUSH FOR EU US AGREEMENT

Sir Richard Branson, Chairnman of Virgin Atlantic, today wel coned
the European Court’s decision that certain nenber states’ so-
call ed “open skies” agreenments with the United States are illegal.

Sir Richard Branson, Chairman of Virgin Atlantic, said:

“This historic decision will forever change the | andscape
of the US and Europe’s aviation industry. This judgnent
sounds the death knell for any UK/ US m ni deal and al so
vindicates Virgin Atlantic’s consistent position over the
| ast few years. W have al ways | obbied for true “open
skies” but only if that nmeans full liberalisation of all
regul ati ons governing air services within and between
Europe and the US

“Today’ s deci sion presents an historic opportunity for
Britain and the European Conmi ssion in partnership to
negotiate a deal with the United States. Qur vision of the
future is a conpl ete deregul ation of everything from
routes and airline access rights, all the way through to
changi ng ownership and control regul ati ons whi ch woul d

all ow nergers and acqui sitions. This would bring aviation

into line with other mature industries and bring in



cheaper fares, a higher quality of service and a nmuch nore

efficient industry.

“I have witten to Alistair Darling to encourage himto
throw t he

UK Government’s wei ght behind the decision and to be a

| eadi ng

i nfl uence on the European Conmi ssion’s negotiations. The

UK’ s

uni quel y dynam c avi ati on sector stands to gain nore than

nost in

Europe fromthis historic decision.

“A new EU US agreenent would bring nany benefits to
consuners including US carriers gaining the right to fly
within Europe and British carriers the right to fly within
the US.”

For further information please contact the Virgin Atlantic Press
Ofice on 01293 747373 or log onto the Virgin Atlantic website
WWW. Vi rgin.confatlantic



