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Volvo launches world’s longest bus 
 
Volvo Buses is launching the world’s longest bus. This is a bi-articulated, 26.8-
meter bus with room for 300 passengers. The bus has been designed for 
dedicated bus lanes that are a cost-effective alternative to the metro. 

Volvo Buses in Brazil is manufacturing the new B12M bus chassis built on the TX 
platform. The chassis is available as an articulated bus and bi-articulated bus of 
different lengths with the longest at 26.8 meters. The horizontal 12-liter 340 bhp 
engine is situated between the two front axles. The engine meets Euro 3 emission 
requirements and can be equipped with a particle filter.  

“One of Volvo Buses’ core values is environmental awareness,” says Per Gabell, head 
of Volvo Buses in South America. “Buses with greater passenger capacity mean fewer 
buses on the roads thereby producing less exhaust emissions and lower fuel 
consumption”. 

The first order for 30 bi-articulated buses has been received from the bus operator 
Viação Campo Belo of Brazil. The company is one of the largest operators in the Sao 
Paolo region, with a fleet of over 4,000 buses. The order of 30 buses is for the 26.8-
meter bus. The company will use the buses on a route that runs along the fashionable 
Avenida 9 de Julho in the financial district. The bus bodies are built by Induscar/Caio.  

The buses get a lot of attention, and not just because of their length. The driver sits in 
the middle and not to the side, as usual. This gives the driver a very good view of other 
traffic and also provides a roomy, comfortable driver environment with less passenger 
distraction, which means better traffic safety.   

The bi-articulated bus has been specially designed for the effective bus traffic systems 
that are becoming more common throughout the world. The system is called Bus 
Rapid Transit, BRT. It’s designed around separate bus lanes and bus stops where 
passengers pay in advance for getting on and off the bus quickly. 

Volvo Buses has a lot of experience with BRT systems, as the company has been 
involved since the first dedicated system was introduced in Curitiba in Brazil at the 
end of the 1970s. This kind of system is now in Porto Alegre and Manaus in Brazil, 
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Bogota in Colombia and Léon in Mexico, where the majority of the buses are Volvos. 
BRT systems have also started, or are planned, in New Delhi, India,  Jakarta, Indonesia 
Beijing and Shanghai, China,  Mexico City and Santiago, Chile.  

The reason for the BRT system’s success is that it is very cost-effective. The 
alternative is often the metro. 

“Investment costs for a BRT system are up to 20 times less than the metro and 
operational costs are 50 per cent less,” says Peter Danielsson, Environmental Manager 
at Volvo Buses. 

The BRT system, with dedicated bus lanes, achieves the same passenger capacity and 
is often just as fast. The advantage with the bus solution is that bus stops can be closer 
together than on the metro and there are often more terminals where people can change 
routes.  

“Volvo Buses is convinced that BRT systems around the world will be the dominant 
solution for effective transport solutions in major cities,” says Peter Danielsson.  
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For further information please contact Per Gabell, Volvo Buses South America on +55 
41 31 78 798, Peter Danielsson, Environmental Manager, +46 31 322 42 46, Per-
Martin Johansson, Press Officer, +46 31 322 52 00 

High-resolution pictures of the bus; 

http://imagebank.vbc.volvo.se/asset_server/asset_details.asp?idasset=2709 

http://imagebank.vbc.volvo.se/asset_server/asset_details.asp?idasset=2714 

http://imagebank.vbc.volvo.se/asset_server/asset_details.asp?idasset=2711 

http://imagebank.vbc.volvo.se/asset_server/asset_details.asp?idasset=2710 

 

        

 

                                                                                        

  


