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Volvo Penta IPS 

New technology revolutionizes boat life 
 
 
Volvo Penta is now launching a new propulsion system for boats – the Volvo Penta 
IPS (Inboard Performance System). 
The new system make the future boats faster, stronger, quieter, cleaner and just as 
easily maneuverable as a normal passenger car. 

 
In simplified terms, the new system features propellers that are turned in the direction in which the 
boat is traveling. Volvo Penta has placed pulling and counter-rotating propellers through the 
bottom of the hull, which provides the boat with significantly improved performance, compared 
with traditional shaft installations. 

According to Volvo Penta’s own calculations, the higher efficiency of the new system provides the 
following improvements compared with boats that are equipped with shaft installations: 

* 20% faster 
* 15% greater acceleration 
* 50% lower noise and vibration levels 
* 75% faster to install 
* Dramatically easier handling 
 
“During the development work and the continuous tests that we perform, the system has exceeded 
our expectations time and time again. Boat performance is boosted to a new level, compared with 
before,” says Volvo Penta President Göran Gummeson.  

The world’s leading boat builders have been invited to follow the development of the Volvo Penta 
IPS at close hand, and they have also been given opportunities to test prototypes of the new system 
in boats.  

The reactions gained have been uniformly positive. Consequently, most of the world’s best-known 
boat brands are planning to launch boats featuring the Volvo Penta IPS, the first of which will be 
on view in conjunction with this winter’s international boat shows in London, Düsseldorf and 
Miami. 

Volvo Penta IPS will revolutionize boat life in much the same way as another important Volvo 
Penta invention, the Aquamatic sterndrive, which was introduced toward the end of the 1950s.  



2 

Volvo Penta, with more than 5,000 dealers in over 130 countries, is a world-leading and global manufacturer of engines 
and complete power systems for both marine and industrial applications. The engine program comprises diesel and 
gasoline engines with power outputs of between 10 and 2,000 hp.  Volvo Penta is part of the Volvo Group, one of the 
world’s leading manufacturers of trucks, buses and construction equipment, drive systems for marine and industrial 
applications, aerospace components and services. The Group also provides complete solutions for financing and 
service. 
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“However, the Volvo Penta IPS will not compete with sterndrive installations. Instead, we shall be 
focusing on taking share in segments of the market for traditional shaft installations,” says Göran 
Gummeson.  

Shaft installations of this type clearly restrict the boat’s performance, comfort, maneuverability and 
environmental properties. 

Volvo Penta IPS will now be launched in two versions: IPS 400 and IPS 500, both of which are 
based on Volvo Penta’s proprietary developed diesel engines D6-310 and D6-370. The system in 
these output classes is appropriate for boats ranging from 35-50 feet in size. 

For further press material please go to www.volvopenta.com 
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For further information, please contact Mats Edenborg, AB Volvo Penta, phone:  
+46 31 66 83 11, E-mail: mats.edenborg@volvo.com 
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