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Axis and Sony in partnership for advanced video 
server  

In cooperation with the Japanese electronics giant Sony, Axis Communications has developed the 
SNT-V304 Video Network Station. Using Axis technology, traditional analog monitoring cameras can 
be used for integration with data networks. The images can be viewed in a conventional web 
browser anywhere within the digital network. The new video server makes work easier for a broad 
range of professionals, i.e. Security Managers, Quality Inspectors and market researchers.  
 
The security industry is undergoing a technology shift. From mainly having worked with analog 
technology the digital network based systems are now entering the arena. Axis and Sony are, with 
their jointly developed video server, driving this change. The video server enables the use of 
traditional analog cameras for monitoring with CCTV technology in the modern networks used today 
for other types of electronic communications.  
 
The video server is one of the most advanced in the market. It converts an analog signal into a 
digital format - JPEG. A video sequence can then be transmitted across a network in real time to, 
for example, the company's intranet, or via the Internet. The system can be used in combination 
with a digital video recorder of Sony and controllable analog video camera. Compared with analog 
technology, this equipment is easier to use and the costs of maintenance and installation are lower. 
The system can be programmed so that video sequences from an alarm event can be sent to a 
predetermined e-mail address.  
 
"The SNT-V304 Video Network Station is the result of the combined expertise in network technology 
and image processing of Axis and Sony. It will be able to improve our customers' existing security 
solutions and provide a secure future base for new security systems," says Ton Hendriks, Product 
Manager at Sony Broadcasting & Professional Europe.  
 
"We are extremely proud that Sony chose tocollaborate with us. Sony represents quality and we 
look upon our cooperation as evidence that Axis' technology is of absolute world class," says Anders 
Laurin, head of Axis Camera Division.  
 
The Sony SNT Video Network Station is based on Axis' ThinServer technology.  
 
Product information, SNT - V304 Video Network Station  
The SNT-V304 can connect four cameras and it incorporates an 8-MB video memory, allowing it to 
store pre/post alarm JPEG images from each camera. In addition to alarm-generated video 
sequences, a snap shot function allows live images to be captured manually. The following is an 
extract from the SNT-V304's technical specifications:  

•  Password protection on three levels.  
•  High image quality with Axis technology for image compression.  
•  Video stream with 25 images per second.  
•  Alarm output: - a trigger is sent to external equipment such as electronic door locks.  
•  Alarm notification - E-mail SMTP (Simple Mail Transfer Protocol): with attached JPEG file showing the alarm 
event, is sent to a pre-determined email address and/or a FTP server.  
•  The connection of a Sony digital video recorder makes the system flexible and expandable. Images from a 
further 16 cameras can be saved.  

 

For further information from Axis, please contact: 
Anders Laurin, Manager Camera Division, Axis Communications 
Phone: +46-708-52 59 07 
E-mail: anders.laurin@axis.com 



 
Anne Rhenman, Head of Corporate Communications and Investor Relations 
Phone: +46-708-90 18 29 
E-mail: anne.rhenman@axis.com 
 
 
For more information about Sony, please contact Sony Broadcast & Professional Europe: 
Sandy Bergkamp, PR Officer Sony BPE 
Amsterdam, Phone: +31 20 44 99 303 
Amsterdam, Fax: +31 20 44 99 333 
Email: sandy.bergkamp@sonybpe.com 
www.pro.sony-europe.com or www.netstation.com 
 
 
About Axis Communications 
The Axis Communications Group, with the parent company Axis AB, is a leader in network connectivity and 
emerging wireless Internet based services. The company is at the forefront of developing network appliance 
solutions that enable people and organizations to get easy and immediate access to devices and services. Axis is 
one of the global leaders in several key thin server and network device markets, such as printer, storage and 
video connectivity, and is doing pioneering work in the rapidly expanding markets of wireless and mobile 
communications. 
 
Founded in 1984, Axis employs more than 500 people worldwide, including the 50 percent owned subsidiary, 
Netch Technologies. The group had a turnover of approximately 695 MSEK in the financial year 1999/2000. Axis 
is headquartered in Lund, Sweden and has a total of 28 offices throughout North America, Asia and Europe. Axis 
is a publicly traded company on the OM Stockholm Exchange's O-list. 
Information about Axis can be found at http://www.axis.com. 
 
 
 
About Sony 
Sony manufactures audio, video, communications and information technology products for the global consumer 
and professional markets. With its music, pictures, game and online businesses, Sony is uniquely positioned to 
become a leading broadband network company in the 21st century. In Europe, Sony recorded consolidated 
annual sales of close to EUR 14.42 billion for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2000. 
Sony Image Control Solutions, division of Sony Broadcast & Professional, produces and markets cameras, 
monitors, video recorders both analogue as well as digital. Sony is to be found among the top 5 manufacturers 
and applications can be found in the security, CCTV and surveillance area, as well as in a B-to-B environment e.g. 
quality control and process monitoring. 
 
Sony Broadcast & Professional Europe's home page can be found at 
http://www.pro.sony-europe.com 

 


