BRI STOL- MYERS SQUI BB SUBM TS NDA FOR NEW FORMULATI ON OF ONCE DAI LY VI DEX(R)
( DI DANOSI NE)

Princeton, New Jersey, February 1 /PRNEWSW RE/ - Bristol-Mers Squi bb (NYSE

BMY) announced today that it has submtted a New Drug Application (NDA) with the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for a new forrmul ati on of VIDEX(R), also
known as ddl. The new capsul es contain enteric coated VIDEX beadl ets desi gned
to protect the essential nedicine in VIDEX fromdegrading until it has passed
through the stomach, thus elimnating the need for a buffer. |f approved, VIDEX
capsules will further reduce pill burden fromtwo tablets to a single capsule
dosed once a day.

"Gui ded by our mission to extend and enhance hunman |life, Bristol-Mers Squibb
has been a | eader in the search to find effective therapies for H V/AIDS for
nmore than a decade," said Rick Wnningham President, Bristol-Mers Squibb
Oncol ogy/ I munol ogy. "W are continuously conducting research to inprove the
tolerability, potency and conveni ence of our therapies. The subnission of the
new enteric coated fornulation of VIDEX is an inportant mlestone in our quest
to ease the managenent of conplex reginmens for patients.”

Today's antiretroviral drug reginens can be conplicated and often result in
unpl easant or serious side effects. As nmany as four drugs are often prescribed
and patients are burdened with taking up to 20 pills, several tines a day,
meking it especially difficult to renain on prescribed therapy. Wen patients
do not adhere to prescribed treatnent reginens, the efficacy of treatnent is
reduced.

VI DEX(R) (di danosine) received nmarketing clearance in the U S. in 1991 for the
treatment of H V/AIDS and is marketed by Bristol-Mers Squibb in over 70
countries around the world. |In Cctober 1999, the FDA approved VIDEX tablets for
once- a-day dosing; concurrently, BMS | aunched a 200 ng tablet which sinplifies
dosing to two tablets once a day. Patients nust take at |least two of the
appropriate strength tablets to provide adequate buffer to prevent gastric acid
degradati on of VI DEX.

VIDEX tablets are the first and only once-daily nucl eosi de anal ogue reverse
transcriptase inhibitor (NRTI), the class of drugs which formthe foundation of
anti-H V therapy. VIDEX in conbination with other antiretroviral agents is

i ndicated for the treatment of H V-1 infection

Bristol-Mers Squibb is commtted to research and devel opnent for therapies to
fight infectious diseases. Together with the Bristol-Mers Squi bb Foundation
t he Conpany has pledged $100 million over the next five years to help South
Africa, Botswana, Nanmi bia, Lesotho and Swaziland. The program SECURE THE
FUTURE(TM, is conmitted to finding sustainable solutions for wonen, children
and comunities suffering fromthe H V/ AIDS epidenic in their countries.

Fatal and nonfatal pancreatitis has occurred during therapy with VI DEX used

al one or in conbination reginens in both treatnment-naive and treatnent-
experienced patients, regardl ess of degree of inmunosuppression. VIDEX should be
suspended in patients with suspected pancreatitis and discontinued in patients
with confirmed pancreatitis. Lactic acidosis and severe hepatonmegaly with
steatosis, including fatal cases, have been reported with the use of nucl eoside
anal ogues al one or in conbination, including didanosine and ot her
antiretrovirals.

Other inportant toxicities include retinal changes, optic neuritis and

peri pheral neuropathy. Patients treated with VIDEX in conbination with
stavudine, with or w thout hydroxyurea, nmay be at increased risk for adverse
events such as pancreatitis, peripheral neuropathy and liver function
abnormalities.



The nost frequent side effects observed in adults taking the recommended dose of
VI DEX i n conbi nati on studi es (Al 454-148 and START 2) include diarrhea (69%
45% , nausea (24% 53%, neuropathy (22% 219, headache (20% 46%, rash (11%
309, and vomiting (8% 30%.

Bristol-Mers Squibb is a diversified worldwi de health and personal care conpany
whose princi pal businesses are pharnaceuticals, consunmer products, nutritionals
and nedi cal devices. It is a |leading nmaker of innovative therapies for

cardi ovascul ar, netabolic and infectious diseases, central nervous system and
der mat ol ogi cal disorders, and cancer. The Conpany is a |eader in consumner
medi ci nes, orthopaedi c devi ces, ostony care, wound nmanagenent, nutritiona

suppl ements, infant forrmulas, and hair and skin products.

Note To Editors: The package insert for VIDEX tablets can be obtained by
calling Mark Short at +1 609-897-2742. Full prescribing information for al
Bristol-Mers Squibb drugs is also available via the BMSO FAXback system at
800-426- 7644 and on the World Wde Wb at: http://ww. bns. con!

Contact: Mark Short of Bristol-Mers Squibb, +1 415-537-6294, in San Francisco
until February 2, or Pager, 1-800-341-7976, mark.short @ns.com

Web site: http://ww. bns. conf
(BMY)



