
  

  

Nobilon, BioDiem and leading U.S. scientists developing pandemic avian flu 
vaccine 
 
Arnhem, the Netherlands, August 30, 2006 — Scientists at Akzo Nobel’s Nobilon 
International human vaccines business working to fight the threat of a global bird flu 
pandemic have received a major boost following the signing of a cooperative research 
and development agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) in the United States. 
 
The agreement—co-signed with Nobilon’s international partner, Australian-based 
BioDiem Ltd—involves the development of a live attenuated cold-adapted cell culture 
vaccine against the H5N1 strain of the avian influenza virus. According to experts at the 
World Health Organization, a live vaccine would offer better and broader protection in the 
event of a pandemic outbreak. 
 
In 2004, the two companies agreed a licensing deal for BioDiem’s cold-adapted intranasal flu 
vaccine and this technology will now be advanced through pre-clinical development at the 
CDC in its high-security laboratories in an effort to develop a vaccine which will protect 
against highly pathogenic avian influenza viruses that pose a pandemic threat. 
 
“This is an extremely important collaborative agreement which could prove crucial in our 
efforts to develop a vaccine for one of the world’s leading health risks,” said  
Toon Wilderbeek, Akzo Nobel’s Board member responsible for Pharma. “A key challenge for 
developers of potential pandemic vaccines is sufficient supply. One of Nobilon’s main areas 
of cutting-edge expertise is in cell culture production to provide benefits of scale-up, speed 
and efficiency. This is vital to any effective vaccination program.”  
 
The cooperative research—to be carried out over two years at Boxmeer in the Netherlands 
and Atlanta in the United States—will generate, characterize and evaluate in pre-clinical 
models, live attenuated cold-adapted influenza vaccine (LAIV) candidates against influenza  
H5N1 viruses.  
 

 

A live attenuated influenza vaccine has been shown to have a number of advantages.  
It can trigger a broader immune response than inactivated influenza vaccines in children,  
as well as allowing for a single dose of a smaller amount of vaccine to provide meaningful 
protection, compared with currently available inactivated vaccines. The U.S. government has 
also recently acknowledged that cell culture production of influenza vaccines may provide a 
superior service compared with the traditional supply based on embryonated eggs. This is 
because the production timeline may be shortened and vaccine production may be increased 
with fewer delays. 
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Pharmaceutical development company BioDiem’s existing agreement with Nobilon gives the 
Akzo Nobel business access to BioDiem’s technological expertise in influenza vaccines. 
Nobilon also has exclusive rights to manufacture, market and sell BioDiem’s intranasal 
influenza vaccine in a number of key world markets. 
 
- - - 
 
 
Akzo Nobel is a Global Fortune 500 company and is listed on both the Euronext Amsterdam and NASDAQ stock exchanges. 
It is also included on the Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes and FTSE4Good Index. Based in the Netherlands, we are a 
multicultural organization serving customers throughout the world with human and animal healthcare products, coatings, and 
chemicals. We employ around 62,440 people and conduct our activities in four segments − human and animal health, coatings 
and chemicals − subdivided into 13 business units, with operating subsidiaries in more than 80 countries. Consolidated 
revenues for 2005 totaled EUR 13.0 billion. The financial results for the third quarter will be published on October 18, 2006.  
 
Internet: www.akzonobel.com
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Safe Harbor Statement* 
This press release may contain statements which address such key issues as Akzo Nobel’s growth strategy, future financial 
results, market positions, product development, pharmaceutical products in the pipeline, and product approvals. Such 
statements should be carefully considered, and it should be understood that many factors could cause forecasted and actual 
results to differ from these statements. These factors include, but are not limited to, price fluctuations, currency fluctuations, 
progress of drug development, clinical testing and regulatory approval, developments in raw material and personnel costs, 
pensions, physical and environmental risks, legal issues, and legislative, fiscal, and other regulatory measures. Stated 
competitive positions are based on management estimates supported by information provided by specialized external agencies. 
For a more comprehensive discussion of the risk factors affecting our business please see our Annual Report on Form 20-F 
filed with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission, a copy of which can be found on the company’s corporate 
website www.akzonobel.com.  
 
* Pursuant to the U.S. Private Securities Litigation Reform Act 1995. 
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