
  

  

Akzo Nobel secures license for breakthrough aerospace primer technology 
 
Arnhem, the Netherlands, October 16, 2006 - Akzo Nobel’s Aerospace Coatings 
business (ANAC) has announced that it is the first to develop products to contain 
breakthrough chromate-free technology following the signing of a commercial 
licensing agreement with the North Dakota State University Research Foundation 
(NDSU). 
 
Researchers at NDSU have developed new primer technology for coating aluminum aircraft 
structures which is based on magnesium, rather than chromate (a harmful substance which 
is highly regulated in the U.S. and is coming under increasing pressure in Europe). This 
pioneering corrosion inhibiting technology—the first to be just as effective as chromate—will 
now be incorporated into some of Akzo Nobel’s aerospace coatings products. 
 
“Akzo Nobel is always striving to develop and embrace innovative technology and what’s 
special about this agreement is that it also has positive implications for the environment,” 
said Akzo Nobel CEO Hans Wijers, who is also the company’s Board member responsible 
for Coatings. “We will be the only paint manufacturer to use this state-of-the-art technology, 
which represents another significant coup for our Aerospace Coatings business.”  
 
Chromate-free primers have existed for many years, but despite being more environmentally-
friendly, none provide the anti-corrosive properties of chromate, which is highly effective at 
inhibiting corrosion of the high strength aluminum alloys used to manufacture aircraft. What’s 
remarkable about the new magnesium technology now being utilized by Akzo Nobel is the 
fact that it’s the first non-chrome corrosion inhibiting system to perform as well as chromate 
in laboratory testing. 
 
“We are delighted that the world’s largest coatings company has agreed to license this 
pioneering technology,” commented NDSU President Joseph A. Chapman. “It’s particularly 
satisfying for our researchers—Gordon Bierwagen, Michael Nanna and Dante Battocchi—
who developed the new aluminum primer technology.” The coating developed at NDSU will 
not only eliminate the need for using hazardous chromate-based materials, but will also 
provide longer-lasting corrosion protection.  
 

 

Using the new technology will have cost benefits for airlines because it will remove the need 
for mandatory extra control measures designed to reduce exposure to chromate. Primers 
utilizing magnesium will also have the potential to be lower in density than chromate primers, 
which will reduce weight and result in lower fuel consumption.  
 
“Akzo Nobel is actively working with aircraft manufacturers and specifying authorities to 
develop formulations utilizing this breakthrough technology,” added Wijers, who hailed the 
successful partnership between ANAC and NDSU. He also said that the company expects to 
commercialize at least one primer containing the magnesium pigment during 2007.  
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Akzo Nobel – Global Leader in Coatings 
Akzo Nobel is the world’s largest coatings manufacturer. The company achieved global sales 
in coatings of EUR 5.6 billion in 2005 and commands leading market positions in nearly all its 
coatings businesses. Akzo Nobel develops, manufactures and markets innovative, high 
quality products and services for most market segments. The company’s extensive portfolio 
includes decorative paints; products for industrial applications such as powder, wood, coil 
and specialty coatings; automotive refinishes; marine, protective and aerospace coatings; 
and coatings related products such as wood and building adhesives. Brands include global 
and household names such as Crown®, International®, Sikkens®, Interpon®, Levis® and 
Sadolin®. 

- - - 
 
Note for the editor 
Akzo Nobel is a Global Fortune 500 company and is listed on both the Euronext Amsterdam and NASDAQ stock exchanges. It 
is also included on the Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes and FTSE4Good Index. Based in the Netherlands, we are a 
multicultural organization serving customers throughout the world with human and animal healthcare products, coatings, and 
chemicals. We employ around 62,440 people and conduct our activities in four segments − human and animal health, coatings 
and chemicals − subdivided into 13 business units, with operating subsidiaries in more than 80 countries. Consolidated 
revenues for 2005 totaled EUR 13.0 billion. The financial results for the third quarter will be published on October 18, 2006.  
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Safe Harbor Statement* 
This press release may contain statements which address such key issues as Akzo Nobel’s growth strategy, future financial 
results, market positions, product development, pharmaceutical products in the pipeline, and product approvals. Such 
statements should be carefully considered, and it should be understood that many factors could cause forecasted and actual 
results to differ from these statements. These factors include, but are not limited to, price fluctuations, currency fluctuations, 
progress of drug development, clinical testing and regulatory approval, developments in raw material and personnel costs, 
pensions, physical and environmental risks, legal issues, and legislative, fiscal, and other regulatory measures. Stated 
competitive positions are based on management estimates supported by information provided by specialized external agencies. 
For a more comprehensive discussion of the risk factors affecting our business please see our Annual Report on Form 20-F 
filed with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission, a copy of which can be found on the company’s corporate 
website www.akzonobel.com. 
 
* Pursuant to the U.S. Private Securities Litigation Reform Act 1995. 
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