
  

  

Historic joint launch for Akzo Nobel’s flagship reports 
 
Arnhem, the Netherlands, March 14, 2007 — Akzo Nobel has today published its 
Annual and Corporate Social Responsibility Reports for 2006—the first time that the 
company has launched both publications on the same day. 
 
Highlighting Akzo Nobel’s commitment to maintaining transparent and effective stakeholder 
communication, the joint launch not only emphasizes the importance of CSR to the whole 
organization, but is also an indication of the strong link the company is forging between 
economic success and delivering sustainable solutions.  
 
“Publishing our two most important reports together is a clear demonstration of the progress 
we are making in terms of integrating CSR and making it an inherent part of our everyday 
business activities,” said Akzo Nobel CEO Hans Wijers. 
 
“Essentially, it’s all about being fit for the future,” he continued. “The Annual Report shows 
that we are strong financially and the company is well positioned as it prepares to enter an 
exciting new era. Akzo Nobel is dedicated to fulfilling its strategic ambitions in all areas of the 
company’s operations and the CSR Report perfectly illustrates the fact that not only is CSR 
at the heart of our business, the business is the heart of our CSR.”  
 
He went on to explain that the company’s significantly improved ranking on the prestigious 
Dow Jones Sustainability World Indexes—where Akzo Nobel is among the top two chemicals 
industry leaders—together with the recent award of Best in Class status for environmental 
and social performance from Storebrand Investments SRI, was testament to Akzo Nobel’s 
commitment to excellence. 
 
“As a forward-thinking, innovative organization, Akzo Nobel is constantly striving to reach 
new standards in all its activities and processes—including stakeholder dialog,” added 
Wijers. “These reports clearly illustrate the significant progress we have made in meeting our 
targets and ambitions.” 
 
The joint launch offers a comprehensive overview of the company’s performance during 
2006, as well as providing a glimpse of what lies beyond. The Annual Report includes 
significant usability and design improvements, while the CSR Report features in-depth 
analysis of how the company is making great strides in meeting its sustainability targets. 
 

 Notable features of the two reports include: 
 
Annual Report 

• Clearer, more detailed overviews of the company’s global activities 
• Increased use of graphics and design tools to better illustrate business performance 
• Improved navigation. 
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CSR Report 
• Details about the introduction in Europe of an innovative paint can with integrated 

roller tray which will save 60,000 liters of paint and 2.5 million liters of waste water in 
the Netherlands alone  

• A look at how Functional Chemicals is helping the Indian movie industry to replace 
harmful products used during film processing 

• How Industrial Finishes aims to convert existing solvent-based coil coating paints into 
formulations with zero solvent emissions 

• The results of two studies conducted to investigate the energy efficiency and 
sustainability of the Rotterdam chlorine/PVC manufacturing cluster. 

 
Both reports are also available online via Akzo Nobel’s corporate website, 
www.akzonobel.com, where you will also find an extended section relating to the company’s 
CSR Report. 
 
- - - 
 
Note for the editor 
Akzo Nobel is a Fortune Global 500 company and is listed on both the Euronext Amsterdam and NASDAQ stock exchanges. 
It is also included on the Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes and FTSE4Good Index. Based in the Netherlands, we are a 
multicultural organization serving customers throughout the world with human and animal healthcare products, coatings, and 
chemicals. We employ around 61,880 people and conduct our activities in these four segments, with operating subsidiaries in 
more than 80 countries. Consolidated revenues for 2006 totaled EUR 13.7 billion. The financial results for the first quarter will be 
published on April 24, 2007.  
 
Internet: www.akzonobel.com
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Safe Harbor Statement* 
This press release may contain statements which address such key issues as Akzo Nobel’s growth strategy, future financial 
results, market positions, product development, pharmaceutical products in the pipeline, and product approvals. Such 
statements should be carefully considered, and it should be understood that many factors could cause forecasted and actual 
results to differ from these statements. These factors include, but are not limited to, price fluctuations, currency fluctuations, 
progress of drug development, clinical testing and regulatory approval, developments in raw material and personnel costs, 
pensions, physical and environmental risks, legal issues, and legislative, fiscal, and other regulatory measures. Stated 
competitive positions are based on management estimates supported by information provided by specialized external agencies. 
For a more comprehensive discussion of the risk factors affecting our business please see our Annual Report on Form 20-F 
filed with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission, a copy of which can be found on the company’s corporate 
website www.akzonobel.com. 
 
* Pursuant to the U.S. Private Securities Litigation Reform Act 1995. 
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