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FOr eni ngsSpar banken and I T Provi der enter
cooperati on

For eni ngsSpar banken and | T Provider have joined forces to invest
in and actively devel op

e- busi nesses. Products and services fromthese businesses wll
initially be offered to conpanies and private individuals who use
For eni ngsSpar banken’ s | nternet bank

I nvestments will primarily be made in e-businesses that focus on
smal | and m dsize conpanies as well as individuals, and on the
devel opnment of commercial infrastructure for e-conmerce. Exanples
i ncl ude conpanies that offer online products and services that
benefit the Internet bank’ s custoners.

The cooperation between Foreni ngsSpar banken and | T Provider
covers both Venture Capital and Venture Managenent. | nvestnment

decisions will be nade jointly and on equal terns. Both conpanies
will be represented on the boards of the e-businesses that are
selected and will contribute their conpetence to the devel opnent

wor k of these busi nesses.

“Qur cooperation is a concrete exanple of how to bring together
the old and new econony,” says Johan Hernnmarck, President of IT
Provider. “Since the conpanies we select are able to offer their
products and services to FOreni ngsSpar banken’ s | nternet
customers, they don’t have to build up their own custoner bases.
They can begin right away to do business with custoners that are
used to buying online.”

“The cooperation gives our close to 1 mllion Internet banking
custonmers access to a new range of products and services,” says
Birgitta Johansson- Hedberg, President and CEO of

For eni ngsSpar banken. “It creates val ue-added for both corporate
and private custoners at the sanme tine that we expect the bank to
benefit. This cooperation gives a nore concrete basis to our e-
busi ness efforts, which are a priority area in the bank’s action
program | presented when | was appointed |ast spring.”

The investnment cooperation between Foreni ngsSparbanken and I T
Provi der requires approvals of the Swedish Fi nanci al Supervisory
Aut hority.
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For further information, please contact:

CGert Engman, Executive Vice President responsible for e-business,
For eni ngsSpar banken, phone +46 8 585 920 68,
gert.engman@ or eni ngsspar banken. se

Anders Lindqvist, Partner, IT Provider, phone +46 8 614 00 08,
nmobil e +46 705 40 41 83, anders.lindqgvist@tprovider.com

El i sabet h Li ndgren, e-business business area,
For eni ngsSpar banken, phone +46 8 585 925 54, nobile +46 705 66 90
98, elisabeth.lindgren@ oreni ngsspar banken. se.

Appendi x to the press rel ease

At FoOr eni ngsSpar banken, e-business is a priority area. A grow ng
share of the bank’s 4.5 mllion private custoners and 230, 000

busi ness custoners use the Internet to conduct banking business and
ot her transactions. This autumm Foreni ngsSpar banken is upgrading its
service for business custoners. A nunmber of new Internet banking
features for businesses and a conpletely new online business service
are being | aunched at www. f or eni ngsspar banken. se/ f or et ag.

So that business custoners that are not yet banking online can
benefit fromlnternet-based solutions, the bank is cooperating this
autum with Telia, the Federation of Private Enterprises, Nutek and
M crosoft on a project with the collective nane “IT lift.” A nunber
of activities are being conducted across the country to help small
busi nesses get onli ne.

IT Provider is Scandinavia's | eading venture capital firmand a
busi ness incubator with over 45 portfolio conpanies and a track
record of around 25 IPO s and assets sales. It has 20 partners and
advi sors with experience froma broad spectrumof the IT industry
and an extensive international network of contacts. Its current
ventures are primarily in wireless and broadband conmuni cati on,
software and new nedia. To find out nore about |IT Provider, please
visit ww itprovider.com
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