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Portsmouth Aviation first in UK to improve 
business agility with IFS Applications 8  
IFS, the global enterprise applications company, today announces that Portsmouth Aviation, one of 
the UK’s leading mechanical and aeronautical engineering companies, has chosen IFS 
Applications™ 8 to streamline operations and improve business agility. Portsmouth Aviation, a 
current IFS customer, is one of the first companies in the world to participate in the IFS 
Applications 8 Early Adopter program, and to benefit from the enhanced features of the new 
Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) application.  

IFS Applications 8, the latest version of IFS’s ERP application, includes a number of functional improvements 
and is developed in close cooperation between IFS and its customers. Portsmouth Aviation is one of a handful 
of IFS early adopters around the world working closely with IFS research and development teams to ensure 
that the release will meet the demanding standards of IFS customers.  

Founded 80 years ago as a flying service, Portsmouth Aviation has evolved several times since then, and in 
recent years has successfully diversified into a business that conducts mass manufacturing and bespoke 
manufacturing projects. The company has been an IFS customer since 2005, and cites IFS Applications as a key 
enabler of both its recent transformation and its continuing growth. At present, the company uses IFS 
Applications for document management, human resources, finance and e-invoicing, maintenance, customer 
management and product data management. 

Portsmouth Aviation has chosen to implement IFS Applications 8 in order to access the user-friendly and 
customizable IFS Enterprise Explorer (IEE) user interface as a standard part of the solution. The interface is 
based on the latest usability research and offers many intuitive features for filtering, searching and navigating 
data in order to suit each individual role and competency within a company. 

James Greaves, Systems Manager at Portsmouth Aviation, says: “Everyone at the company logs into IFS 
Applications first thing in the morning, and uses it throughout the day, so a clear and easy-to-use interface is 
vital. We’ve always found IFS Applications very usable, but improvements in IFS Applications 8, such as the new 
customizable data fields, will no doubt enhance our productivity further—among other benefits. The 
application’s component-based architecture has allowed us to tailor the system to suit our needs as we have 
evolved and grown. It’s clear that we’ll be able to continue doing this with IFS Applications 8, and keep 
streamlining our business processes, reducing operational costs, and improving profitability.” 

Paul Massey, Managing Director at IFS Europe West says: “IFS Applications 8 contains a number of innovations 
that benefit engineering companies like Portsmouth Aviation, including a more intuitive interface, enabling 
better data quality, and user-defined fields, making the interface customizable and thereby a better fit for all 
users, regardless of position or competency. By participating in the Early Adopter program, Portsmouth 
Aviation will influence the development of the application, and be one of the first companies in the world to 
enjoy its enhanced functionality.” 

About Portsmouth Aviation 

Portsmouth Aviation is an organisation steeped in history and is certainly no stranger to change. Originally founded in 1929 
as a flying service the business has evolved several times, from aircraft and engine overhaul and servicing to issuing of 
Certificates of Air Worthiness and then extending to repairing, refurbishing and flight testing of damaged service aircraft 
during World War II. Portsmouth Aviation even boasts aviatrix Amy Johnson as one of its earliest employees. In recent years 
the business diversified further into providing technical and manufacturing services to the major UK civil and military 
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aircraft constructors. Subsequently, this service portfolio has widened to include providing assistance in research and 
development to Ministry of Defence establishments in both aeronautical and mechanical engineering.  

Today the company is a true multi-service engineering and manufacturing company.  Providing development and 
production services to a broad range of industries as well as managing large implementation projects for both national and 
international markets. 

For further information about Portsmouth Aviation please visit www.portav.com 

 

About IFS  

IFS is a public company (OMX STO: IFS) founded in 1983 that develops, supplies, and implements IFS Applications™, a 
component-based extended ERP suite built on SOA technology. IFS focuses on industries where any of four core processes 
are strategic: Service & asset management, manufacturing, supply chain and projects. The company has 2,000 customers 
and is present in approximately 60 countries with 2,800 employees in total. Net revenue in 2011 was SKr 2.6 billion. 

More information on IFS is available at www.IFSWORLD.com   

Follow us on Twitter: @ifsworld 

Visit the IFS Blogs on technology, innovation and creativity: http://blogs.ifsworld.com/ 
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